a GIANT FULL COLOR PIN-UP INSIDE! 


“ae Ss. 


WRITTEN BY 
KEN STEACY [7 
ILLUSTRATED BY 
KEN STEACY 
ANDREW PRATT | 
‘COVER BY 
(KEN STEACY ee 
, Lik Li ie; arr a A igor pe aa i = 
ee ithe pater 7 ee ae 
—— pet Rar’ if your ail mario: 





Bre Fred Schiller, Torry Aiea. & Arn Brora. 


Scott Baker. the waleng scab on 60 MINUTES? Fick | 


A uo and find out! 
Ful-Qolar Barter Montrty 51 SUG 52 25CAM ALA, 


SPEED RACER 13 

By Lamar ‘Waldron, Joe Pras, & Gran [ACERS | Thoerer. 
The & part two of the strangeness of the secret sochety 
of ning wermars on the tal of SPEED RACER and his 
faraly! Cover oy Ken Steacy! 
Full-Color Baxter Monthy $1.7 S06/ 59 SCAN ADA, 
ASTRO BO'Y T2 

By Ken Sheacy and Andrew Prat! 

The Fiest Anniversary Esye! bweive months of metryones 
favorite AOBO-BOW! Beginning the OFFICIAL HOM 
COMICS ASTRO BOY PAN CLUB? Eaciusiety in ihe pages 
of THE GAIGINAL ASTRO Bott 

Fuliohor Baten Monthhy $1. 7SU8 59. 95CANApA 


THE REAL 
CHOSTBUSTERS 2 

By dames Van Hise, John fobizs, & Enan Thoms 
This 4 ft! Based! on the hisnave and the smash cartooe 
shcrw” MOY in comme form! ALLA EW rrcenthiky achat lire 
of the fatulous REAL GHOSTBUSTERS! In brns obi et 
have the canchstien of the Captain Memo story and we 
ntroduce a giant ghostty slug? 

Full-Coter Bacter Monthhy $1.7 505) 59. 25CAN apa 


THE TERMINATOR! 1 

By Fred Schiler, Tomy Aims, and Jin Brogan 

He's back! Free hendned pounds of unshappatte barra! 
The TERMINATOR! But now, is the year 2031, and the 
battle bebwnen Aemarety and The Termimabars con- 
tnues! Non-stop action and suspense! 

FuleColor Baater Monthiy $7506) $2 73CAM ADA 


RALPH SNART 
ADVENTURES 

Wor. IIT No, 1 

By Marc Hien 

The SMARTSTER is hack! The comic that gave you lizard 
Pits, amd the Dewl's worse cure th back! All new cowers 
dnd fyb color sat cemerspread pineups! Thies ese 4 
orp & of the temble DA GOOT! 


THE ORIGINAL 





amd-ehite series Pe tebevised 


inreugh syndication be a bradestiork 
and copyrighted 1988 by SUZUKI 
ASSOCIATES INTERATIORMA. INC, 


_ASTRO BOY 12 


| WRITTEN BY 


ILLUST RATED BY 


KEN STEACY & 
ANDREW PRATT 
LETTERED BY 


ANDREW PRATT 
KEN STEACY 


ORIGINAL STORY AND 
CHARACTERS BY 


DR. OSAMU TEZUKA 


THE NOW COMICS 
ANNUAL UPDATE! 


I've decided to start an 
annual update every 
summer on the inside front 
cover of our books. This 
will Keep all Our readers 
ahead of the game in in- 
formation! 

Let's see, this summer 
we have an incredible 
line-up of books! 

THE REAL GHOST- 
BUSTERS, THE TERMI- 
SLATOR which is set in the 
post-nuclear war future-- 
where mankind is fighting 
for survival against the 
technology it originally 
created, 

RUST, SPEED RACER.,- 
with the fantastic new art of 
Joe Phillips. 

RACER-X, THE ORIG- 


anyone who's laughed within 
the past five hours. 

A few of our other surpris- 
es for this vear include the 
SPEED RACER CLASSICS 
VOLUME ONE and TWO. This 
225 page paperback trans- 
lates the original SPEED RAC: 
ER comics by SPEED's 
Japanese creator; Tatsuo 
Yoshida! VOLUME ONE will be 
on sale in late August and sell 
for only $3.75! Also including 
a fantastic Ww rap-around oover 
by Mitch O° Connell! VOLUME 
TWO will ship for Christmas 
sales with an éxtra added 
Bonus. 

For those of vou who can't 
wait until August. the SPEED 
RACER SPECIAL EDITION 
NUMBER ONE will be avail- 
able in late July with two 
unique SPEED RACER stores, 
and ten pages of super-high-— 


INAL ASTRO BOY, FRIGHT 
NIGHT, which follows the reg- 
ular monthly adventures of Pe- 
ter Vincenl! and Chaney Brew- 


tech airbrush illustrations of 
how the fabulous MACH 5 
works! All this and a giant 


Full-Color Baxcter Monthly $7.7 508) 59.25 CANADA 


RACER-xX 1 


rest In-Up loo! 
Supertechnology supercars, supersqadgets, and the ster the Vampire Killers of the P tek around, we've some 
ultimate superagent! The first mauve CF thts regular ‘90'S! more surprises up our sleeves! 


And for the people who en- 
joyside-plitting, 
kKnee-slapping, eye-popping. 
and nose-blowing humor, 


marrlhiry Ceres if Guaranteed LO REED vow On fe TI 
of your seat You sil, for the first time anywhere 
realy see a Superspy if action! The Res Racer acone 


For anvmore information just 
Write us-- or betier yet write us 
a letter with your comments. 
The address is NOW CGOMICS, 
should try the monthly adven- 332 South Michigan Avenue. 


tures Of a CPA gone mad! cite i540, Chicago, IL 60604. 
RALPH SNART ADVEN- and remember COMICS...the 


a vet Geen! 
FullColor Baoter Monthy $1.7506, 59 250 AN ADa, 


TURES, called the funniest §¢, sure is NOW! 
comic book by millions! (Okay — 
okay... thousands.) A must tor Tony Caputo 


Publisher 





“ALRIGHT. CLASS, PLEASE 
TAKE YOUR SEATS — 
SAY, WHO'S MISSING 7 





LET'S SEE — THeRre's 
ASTRO AND KRISTAL KLEER. 
PORGY TYREBITER, MELANIE 
HABER, AUDREY FARBER, BETTYTO 
BIALOWSK|, MUDHEAD MONLITT, 
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aries | PROBABLY : 


















HE WAS CHASING TIMMY 
WHEN THE BELL RANG, SIR, 


I'D BETTER TAKE A LOOK 
F- HEM = CLASS, CALL UP 
SECTION 17/A. SUBSECTION 4338 

AND WORK ON TH J PROBLE EMS 
UNTIL I Ger BA 





WELL INSPECTOR GLIMSHOE, 
T'P SAY THAT LITTLE ROBOT. 
ASTRO DEFLISED A POTENT- 


IT SUPPOSE ,CHIEF — 
BLIT THIS ROBORIGHTS 
BILL HAS RUBBED A LOT 


— HOLP IT RIGHT 
THERE, BOLTBUCKET— 
YOU'RE IN DIRECT 
CONTRAVENTION OF 
BYLAW RAIA — 
Be Toe ack MAY 
K SCHOOL 


PROPERTY ¥ UNLESS 


| STAND - ASIDE- PUNY-HLIMANS - OR 


FACE - THE - WRATH - OF - 
MEGATHREAT 


eee 


; | MOTHER! 


GOSHAROOTIE # 


-- BUSINESS" 7! 





FOOLS!~I- AM- UNSTOPPABLE ~ 
| HA* HA*HA*HA*HA *HA /! 


ArreRTuAr gor! ost SAL CSAS 
| BOT 7 LL] ARS <— 
PUT OUT AN APB/ A MYSTERIOUS ROBOT HAS 
| : KIDNAPPED A PEFENSLESS 
CHILP FROM ASIMOV ELEM- 
ENTARY SCHOOL... 





| PROCEEDING VA =, | | WHAT (IS IT, JUST A LITTLE, 

| ANTELOPE FREEWAY cc ROTHO 4 2 UH— HEAPACHE, 

| TOWARRS oad ll i, . if : . ERIS. I'LL BE BACK | 
2:4 teaiaaaat * . INASEC'—— A 


NO POINT IN 
MAKING A 
SPECTACLE OF 


| MYSELF IN 
, FRONT OF 
— THE KIPS... 


- =¥ = mi Se ee 
= = s . - o f 7 
. a 2 = = z = 
= 
7 . 
Lm aoe ee aoe 
| (eee Re 
P| = 9 
aif me het Fe 
= - 2 
7 2] eee a ee cin ey Ad 
r 4 al, 
im Ns # [- 4 
= | | = " = re <a 
1 Z * a 
i = 
= = 
| 
jl i} 
| } 
5 on 








YEAH HING A Gop | 
AVON FIX ree | 


HIM BACK! I-—_ 
GEE -I FEELODD! 








GREETINGS - MASTEK- WELL PONE MY MINPLESS 
I- HAVE - FETLIENEP - | SLAVE! TAKE HIM 
WITH- THE- BAIT-AS- | | TO THE 
. PER-YOUR-INSTRUCTION| | HOLPING AREA / 


r TAKE ME HOME 
YOU GEEK / 


, aiiensevecen sbi 
WHEN MY PAPPY HEARS 
ABOUT THIS YER GONNA 

BE IN SLEEP — MEFFLE- 
‘thls Fes gh Hf : 





MESGACORP — 
COME IN MEGA-—-. 








AS YOU CAN SEE, yr §6=sé#PBPAAT'S REALLY. SWELL, PAL ! 
WE 2 HAWe RES REP RUSENTATIVES FROM |... I'M OVERJOYEP AT THIS MON- | 
UNIONS ALL OVER THE COLINTRY 4 4 UMENTAL. SHOW OF SOLIDARITY / 
TO HEAR YOU SPEAK TODAY | | q", = : 


AS YOU KNOW, THERE WAS , PeT's TRUE, BUT PA CHEAP | 
SOME ANIMOSITY AMONGST LABOLIR WE PROVIPED DROPPED 
QUR MEMBERS TOWARDS OF GOOPS & SO! 

WELL Y'KNOW — 
SOME OF YOU | Sts PUT 
Lis OLIT OF WO 


ST— WE ROBOTS HAS 
BEEN D BY 
WOTevER Wee 3 


_BUPPY- BOY / 


AND NOW WIT" DA ROBORIGHTS BILL | Oey: / DUH-H YEAH, 
| -—AND A LITTLE MUSCLE 7 ‘aa ie RIGHT ON — 
a US UP -— WE'RE GONNA € EVEN eee, «WHATEVER YOU 
_ THE SCORE A BIT EH BIGROB? | ‘(a _ SAY, BLIGSY / 





LOOK. PR. ELEFUN, HE'S 
COMING AROUND / 


ASTRO, CAN 
YOu HEAR 
ME Z/ 


ONE OF 

PR. BOYNTON'S 
EARLIER. EXP- 

EFIMENTS — ¥ 


-BUT THAT'S 


NOT IMPORTANT— | 


I'VE GOT TO ned, 
AFTER ARCHIE 


OOG/ I FEEL yucky 


YOUR MICRO-REACTOR | 
WENT WILP/ FORTUNATELY “ 
THE ALITTOMATIC SAFEGUARD 

SYSTEM SHUT IT DOWN | 


Serene YOu -— 


—BL 
JUST withys Ee POOR 
 AB#e-CLUNE PIP! 


WAIT! YOU'RE 


STILL GIVING OFF 
| A HIGH LEVELOF | 
| RAPIATION / P 





[Not AT ALL? “W 7wis TIMe MAyee/] [ BUT YOUCAN GOFOR 
| THE FAILSAFE WHAT ABOUT MONTHS ON AMINISCLILE — 
WORKEP — NEXT TIME *:! . CELL = ) 


AN SING YOUR 
LASERS OB SETS WILL 
DEPLETE YOLIZ POWERSOON 


VERY WELL, ASTRO / 





WELL SEND THAT 

STUPIC "MEGATHREAT 
OUT ANC FINP HIM, 
YOU /MBECILE ! : 


OH, JES' FINE, 
sIR— SFE FOR 
YOURSELF —— 


GET +p OUTTA THERE 
IF ANYTHING 
MRPCENS be 
MY BOY, 


 -YESSIR ,YESSIR! | 


IT (S$ 7 YOW ER, UH, 





i" 8 86=©6 WOWSERS I! — 
=m 'T MUST BE -- 


cop fi a 
icc site Pask 


NUCLEAR Ek 
_ READY 7/ 


: oe IT'LL DRAIN “ie 


HIS POWERP! Le 
IN AALASH / 


| RieHT! NY me,you | Ay Yh | wear 2% 
WHO'S IN ]f | S| I rae | 


CHARGE 
HERE ?/ 4 


rD> 


1 | AM I SUPPOSEP 
| | TO BE IMPRESSEP ? 
OH WELL 410 


WHERE'S ARCHIE 7/ 





” SOMEWHERE YOLI'LL NEVER 


— RIND HIM! HAHAHA if 


EVER HAVE ONE 
nas THOSE PAYS 
N NOTHING 


GOES RIGHT 7 


HERE - IS- -THE-BOY- AS AS-YOU 


ORDERED - MASTER - WHAT-SHALL | 
, I-PO-WITH-HIM - 7 eGms 


INH 
ASTRO, SAVE Me / 
TWIST HIS HEAD OFF / 


! PROP HIM, You! !! 





P wey, THERES | 
bh SPOT ON 
YOUR TIE / 





THE MAIN SUPPORT BEACE— 

rs COLLAPSING ! Bi GOTTA 
SET ELSEWHERE 

MEGATHREAT. COME Le (exe (QUICK! / 





THERE THEY ARE, 

THEM A LINE 
: THEM ALL 
GEN 


| 


ELP! F 
VER HERE. 
OVER . 


I 
| KS! 
HANKS: 





‘DON'T GETCHER Sp 
TONSILS IN AN 
UPROAR / T'LL uve! 


AND THIS MUST BE THE HEROIC \ 


LITTLE 'BOT WHO SAVEP You 


FROM THAT NEFARIOUS fr Sia ea 


MACHINE— LISTEN, MY LAP, 


ARCHIE, ARCHIE MY BOY ! 


_ ee YOU AURT 7! 
I WAS SO WORRIED! 


ey ER, THANKS, BUT NO 

| Me. BARGY — I'M GOING _ 

SSS BACK T Pe | BESIPES, 
ME MEGACORP IS A MATOR 


MACHINE f OH, BARE! “ PRODUCER OF INDUSTRIAL | 
HOW'D YOU LIKE A JOB <1 ‘Ol. =\ ROBOTS, 


N “AND THE NEW 
J\. ROBORIGHTS BILL HAS | 
27 J» FINALLY FREED US FROM 
A> YOUR INFLUENCE. | 





WELL, ASTRO, WHAT CAN YOL! 
TELL US ABOUT THE 'BOT 
| THAT KIDNAPPED ARCHIE 7 


WHAT 2/ ONE OF OUR ~ 
PISTINGLIISHED ) 
COLLEAGLIES 2/ 


POSSIBLY AND TM AFRAID I HAVE | 
A BAD FEELING ABOLIT ARCHIE'S |™ 
DAD, TOO — IT eos MY 

ENEMIES ARE COMING OUT 
OF THE WOOPWORK / 


NOT MUCH. INSPECTOR. HE AND 
HIS CONTROLLER ESCAPED WHEN 
THE ROOF CAVE BUT 3 
KNOW I'VE NERD THE VOICE OF | 
THE CONTROLLER SOMEWHERE - 
_ BEFORE— PERHAPS AT 
THE INSTITLITE—— 


f DONT WORRY aR 
. WE'RE READY Fi Te! | 





HI,B0SS/ HOW YAFEELIN'? j | LISSEN, YOU MANGY MORON, 
: SRE eres ~ i] IF I HADN'T FALLEN POWN THAT 
MANHOLE IT'P BE YOU WHO'S 
IN TRACTION... 


ANP RIGHTFULLY SO, \ | | OBOY/ GIMMEGIMME / I JUST LOVE IT WHEN 

T GOTTA ADMIT... | YOU TALK DIRTY, BOSS — 

HEY, LOOK WHAT | Wow! STORY BY LETS HEAR IT! 

/I GOTCHA, THAT | CLAIR CHRISMONT, | at 
BACK ISSUEOF ———_ | | ART BY JACK BRINE, . SO 

| MUTEX THE | | ANP ALISTIN TERRENCE, 


AND LETTERED BY 
| TOM ORSOLIDARNOSC! 


YOU WERE LOOKIN' FOR / 
iM WEAR - MINT CONDITION Tao! | F 


Y'KNOW MUTEX WAS ‘ 
THE W POWFRFLL | | 
BEING ON EARTHUNTIL | | 
THE ADVENT OF 

| CYBOTICS,,. WHICH 
GIVES ME A TRULY | 
ROTTEN IPEA / 








Dear Sir- 
Here is my list of AS- 
tro-Facts. 


I. Billie Lou "Watt pro- 
vided Astro Boy's VOICE, 

2. The original T% 
theme was written by Tat- 
suo Takai jmusic| and 
Don Rock Well [ivrics|. 

3. Mushi Studios was 
founded by Osamu Tesu- 
Ka in|. 

4. Astro Boy can hear 
far away by using his ul- 
trasonic ears. 

5. Ray Owens provided 
Dr Elefuns voice. 

6. Astro Boy was not 
programmed any human 
emotions until later. 

7ASTtrO can lift 
tremendous weights--no 
matterhow heavy itis! 

8. Astro can fly at a 
speed ofMach 3. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Nelson, Fargo, N.D. 


Jack 


OL 
INFORMATION. 


eee (on/acdventure book, 





Thanks for the info Jack. 


DearMr Caputo, 

[ just wanted to write, 
because l'm very im- 
pressed with your cornpe- 
ny and ts procducts. At first, 
when | heard there would 
be Speed Racer and Astro 
Boy comics, | was some- 
what sceptical. 'd seen 
oer Japanese animalion 
properties in a comics 
fonm, and honestly | didn't 
like them. Call me a purist. 
[ just never liked the US 
adaptations of what | con- 
sider beautiful styles of an- 
work, Bul, being an anima- 
ion fan, | couldn't leave 
these books on the racks. 
Astro Boy is great! Ken 
Steacy's style sort of re- 
minds me of animation 
cels, Speed Racer has slow: 
ly worked it's way into mv 
heart. It's Improved so 
much since the preview in 
Dai Kamikaze [and thal 
wasn iba], 


What “ve realized is that 
fan suppor demanded 
hese books, and will Keep 
them alive even if the qual- 
ty disappears. Bul il wor'l. 
There is a real fan network 
Oul there, and | feel these 
nwo books are really pro- 
duced for the fans. The let- 
iers page shows [hat you're 
giving nese people back 
memories from their child- 
hood. | think that gift is truly 
the best any publisher can 
hope to give a fan. At the 
Same time, the generation 
thal were not bom in time 
to rum home to watch 
Speed Racer and Astro 
Boy: like mine, are given the 
chance to acquaint thern- 
selves with the characters. 
Speed Racer is a great ac- 
that | 


feel would have made il 
without the animation 
est, | feel you are paying 
uS back however with the 
Speed Racer specials. 

The technical informa- 
lon about the Mach Five is 
priceless fin the first) 

The second will be 
amazing! Colored by Ken 
Sieacy and original story 
by Speed's creator and a 
flexi-disc for 53.50. A Iolal 
package, total value, and 
iolally awesome! The up- 
coming Racer-X series is 
just another sign of how 
Now Comics is answering 
fan's requesis. Lewers ré- 
Questing: Hacer-& Pour In, 
and ihe Book hits the 
Slands! Not many COM pei- 
nies respond so vigorously 
to fan requesis. The best 
part iS that the stories are 
all-new! No adaptations 
fexcept roughly origin 
wise). Also, your Termina- 
[or series looks great, from 
ihe pencils ve seen, and 
(he storyline Sounds great 
oo! The Real Ghostbusters 
just plain deserves a com- 
ic, and | know your guys 
Will do a great job. Fright 
Night also sparks Some in- 


terest. Tony, keep up the 
Great work 


My Only SUBBESTON iS GS- 
tlablishing a tape trading 
nemwork for guys like me, 
Who have (Gasp!| never 
seen a Speed Racer or As- 
tro Boy cartoon. |I have, 
however heard Speed's 
theme song in my younger 
days) Great Work! 

Sincerely, 

Mark Gliden 

NEW CORK, IY HOROCO 

Thanks for the fetter, 
Mark 


Now Comics, 

Today | read the letters 
page in Asiro Boy #5. 1 was 
shocked and amazed to 
see a letter printed, written 
by that well-known South 


Florida home invader 
William Bernard [“Big''| 
Vogel lsay well known be- 
cause, for the past three 
and a hall years, myself, 
my partner and mast of our 
close circle of cllemele as- 
sociated with our comic 
siores have braved having 
our own homes invaded 
by continual exposure to 
Mr Big Vogel. 






FREE | 


"HATA [left [= 


[Pee 


His siory began al ihe 
lender ave of l4, A mere 
sapling, he was beginning 
io acquire those character- 
istics thal make him the 
feared “Uncle Biggy" he is 
ioday. While sialking the 
hallways of ninthe grade, 
ne was olfen subjected to 
Ihe term “fat boy" used by 
others in relation to his 
physical dimensions. 

His immediate reaction 
Io the tenm was to slam the 
name caller's head into the 





nearest lacker and to return 
to) his own locker lo seek 
comfort fron the "Bottle of 
Jack" safely nestled within. 
(He kept several lockers to 
throw the cops off the trail 
of his liquor escapades. | 
Now, 9 years after his 


humble beginnings, “Bis” 


Vogel CoOnninues (0 terrorize 
as a mound among men. 
A Vigilanty night-watch- 
man in a secluded subur- 


ban neighborhood, “Big"' 


must seek his 13-15 hours of 
repose during the daylight 
hours, Thus, unfonunately 


‘Big’ did not hear the 


U-Haul backing up to his 
house the day the restor his 
family moved away Yes. 
Mom, Pop, brother sister. 
and pets all left, to seek a 
life without the burden ol 


“Uncle Biggy"’ 


That evening, at around 
I p.m,, still bleary-eyed 
from sleep- “Big (rotted off 
the his Suard post, subscor- 
sciously wondering why 
the house was so dark and 
quiet, Not giving ita second 
thought he proceedecl to 
work stopping at each fast 
food restauranl equipped 
with a drive-thru window 
for quick snacks, of course, 
In the wee hours of that 
morning while “Big was 
snacking ancl guarding, a 
new family moved into his 
house. Days later realizing 
ihe people moving in and 
out of their rooms were not 
his own tamily Big’ felt it 
might be best to hide-not 
to TriSk being discovered, 
Under beds, in closets, 


“Big would sleep and lurk 


everywhere. 

Soon his nimble mind 
devised an éxtortion 
scheme to Get litte Tommy 
Lo bring his dinner up to his 
room. The scene at dinner 
went something like this: 


“Mommy can | have an €x- 


tra 6or 7 pieces of meat and 
Iwo polatoes?” “Why cer- 
tainly Tommy my Gut wou 
have a big appeille-you 
must be growing!" “No 
son, Slay here and eat with 
the fam” “Pieéase Mom, 
[panicking| please? “My 
lavoriie show is on." “I 


said no, Tommy" “Bul | 
have to, [crying] | nave to! 
If | don...the fat man will 
eer meh "My George, 
Wal an active imagination 
he hast” Little do the Know 
And so, “Bip's'’ home 
invasion techniques began 
and were perfected; Nowa- 
days “Big’ can invade a 
home without even con- 
sciously thinking about it! 
Recently he invaded our 
North store and established 
his own ‘‘fatarea™' (place of 
power In (he front portion. 
Now, daily, a representative 
of our store must battle: him 
in his ‘“‘fatarea’’. lPthey ewer 
lose the fal man is free to 
invade their houses. Due to 
these exploits, we have de- 
cided to use “Big as the 
focal point of many sores, 
films and advenising cam- 
palgns pertaining to our 
stores. (See the Tropeéc 
Comics Inc, Ad in the new 
Oversireet Price Guide #18 
pe. 446.) li you want to 
hear more of the adven- 
tures of William Bernard 


“Big Vogel, and believe 


me, here are plenty please 
print this better--more wil fol- 
low, 

Thank you; Rob and 
John Trepic Comics Inc, 

Ft. Lauderdale and 

Miami, FL. 


Onlyin America. 





NEXT ISSUE: 
THE RETURN 

OF THE MOST POWERFUL 
MUTANT HERO 


MUTEX 


Be there in four weeks! 


